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SENATE—Thursday, October 5, 2000
(Legislative day of Friday, September 22, 2000) 

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m., on the 
expiration of the recess, and was called 
to order by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. THURMOND). 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. To-
day’s prayer will be offered by our 
guest Chaplain, Rev. Claude 
Pomerleau, CSC, University of Port-
land, Oregon. 

PRAYER 

The guest Chaplain, Rev. Claude 
Pomerleau, offered the following pray-
er: 

Let us pray: 
Lord and Master of the universe, we 

dare to name You Mother and Father 
because You are the Source of all that 
we are, all that we have, and all that 
we do. You have also sent us Your Spir-
it, and so we call ourselves Your chil-
dren. We know that You love us, and 
that this gift goes beyond our greatest 
expectations. 

O God, bless all the Members of the 
Senate, this day and always. May they 
act in accordance with Your Spirit as 
they serve this Nation and work for a 
more peaceful and secure world. May 
they be just and compassionate in their 
work as You are just and compas-
sionate with Your creation, and may 
they be a sign of Your presence for this 
Nation and the world. 

We pray that we may always be in-
struments of Your peace, even in the 
midst of unresolved problems and con-
stant human conflicts. And, as a result, 
may we strive to be a mosaic of Your 
renewing presence in this world, 
through which we have a brief but glo-
rious passage. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable MIKE CRAPO, a Sen-
ator from the State of Idaho, led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING 
MAJORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CRAPO.) The Senator from Alaska is 
recognized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, on 
behalf of the leader, I have been asked 
to announce today that the Senate will 

resume consideration of H.J. Res. 110, 
the continuing resolution. Under the 
order, the time until 10 a.m. will be 
equally divided with a vote scheduled 
to occur at 10 a.m. Following the vote, 
the Senate is expected to resume de-
bate on the conference report to ac-
company H.R. 4578, the Interior appro-
priations bill. Cloture was filed on the 
conference report and it is hoped an 
agreement can be reached to have the 
cloture vote during today’s session. 
The Senate may also begin consider-
ation of any other conference reports 
available for action. I thank my col-
leagues for their attention. 

Mr. President, I understand the Sen-
ator from Vermont would like to make 
a very special introduction. It will be 
my intention then to speak, and take 
the time of Senator STEVENS, leaving 
him about 5 minutes remaining on our 
side. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I didn’t un-
derstand. Is that a unanimous consent 
request for something? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No unan-
imous consent request was made. 

The Senator from Vermont. 
f 

THE GUEST CHAPLAIN 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I thank 

my friend from Alaska for his usual 
courtesies. I will take time on our side 
briefly. 

I thank the Senate Chaplain, Dr. 
Ogilvie, for his courtesy in inviting to-
day’s visiting Chaplain, Father Claude 
Pomerleau. Father Pomerleau is very 
special to me; he is my brother-in-law. 
He is the chairman of the department 
of history and political science at the 
University of Portland. He has a distin-
guished career, a doctorate from the 
University of Denver, where actually 
one of his lead professors was Dr. Mad-
eleine Albright’s father. He speaks 
many, many languages. He is seen as a 
leading authority on Latin America. 
He teaches in Chile as well as at the 
University of Portland—in fact, he just 
came back from there. 

I could go through all these things 
about him, but from a personal point of 
view he is very special to me. His sis-
ter, Marcelle, and I have been married 
now for 38 years, and he was present 
when we were married, as were his 
brother Rene and his father and moth-
er, Phil and Cecile Pomerleau. Phil and 
Cecile are no longer with us, but I have 
a feeling they look down in pride at 
their son this morning, as we all do. He 
is a teacher, he is a mentor, a brother, 
a son, a beloved uncle—in our family 
he has been all of those and more. 

He has been a very dear friend to me. 
I think of what Edward Everett Hale, a 
former distinguished Senate Chaplain, 
once said. He was asked:

Do you pray for the Senators, Dr. Hale?

And he said:
No, I look at the Senators and I pray for 

the country.

I am privileged to have a brother who 
not only prays for the country, but 
prays for this Senator. I consider it, in 
my 26 years here, one of the rarest 
privileges I have had to be able to see 
him on the floor. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska. 
Mr. REID. Will the Senator yield for 

a comment about Senator LEAHY? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 

Senator yield? 
Mr. MURKOWSKI. I yield. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, before Sen-

ator LEAHY and his brother-in-law 
leave, I want the good Father to know 
how much the Senate cares about you 
and Marcelle. You have expressed so 
well your feelings about your brother-
in-law, but we want you to know how 
much the entire Senate on both sides 
of the aisle respects Senator LEAHY and 
your lovely sister. 

f 

MAKING CONTINUING APPROPRIA-
TIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
2001—Resumed 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 110) making 

further continuing appropriations for the fis-
cal year 2001, and for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, what 
is the time circumstance on this bill? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There 
are 12 minutes a side. The time is even-
ly divided. 

Mr. STEVENS. I yield the 12 minutes 
on this side to the Senator from Alas-
ka. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska. 

f 

ENERGY POLICY 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
think it is important to note the situa-
tion escalating in the Mideast as a con-
sequence of the tensions. It is unfortu-
nate it would be at a time when we had 
hoped there would be an effort to get a 
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